
The voters of two Florida counties, 
Orange and Osceola, have made it perfectly 
clear — twice.

Gov. Ron DeSantis obviously didn’t listen 
them the first time. Maybe this time, he 
will respect the will of 413,898 Floridians. 
He’d better.

Monique Worrell, a Democrat, is 
their choice for state attorney. She was 
re-elected in November with 57% of 
the vote over Andrew Bain, who was 
appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis after he 
suspended Worrell from office last year on 
highly specious ground for “neglecting her 
duty.”

DeSantis’ orchestrated campaign against 
Worrell has trampled on voters’ rights, 
legal principles and basic honesty, and 
attracted national media attention.

In the latest machinations, Bain 
spread sour grapes across Central Flor-
ida as he rebuffed Worrell’s request 
that they work on a transition. He even 
hinted that he didn’t think she could 
take office.

“While I accept the results of the elec-
tion and wish to do everything I can 
to ensure the office is successful going 
forward, I do not yet feel I can assist her 
in that transition,” Bain wrote. A former 
judge, Bain said the suspension order was 
effective until it’s lifted by DeSantis or “as 
otherwise provided by law.”

Bain’s memo contained numerous other 
legally questionable statements. Multiple 
election law experts agreed that a DeSantis 
suspension cannot supersede a subsequent 
election.

The will of the people
Bain quickly backtracked. A follow-up 

statement said he was “ready and willing to 
ensure a smooth transition … Ms. Worrell’s 
term will begin Jan. 7, 2025. It is the intent 
of the state attorney to enforce the will of 
the people.”

What a concept! That’s exactly what the 
public deserved to hear in the first place 
from any attorney familiar with state law, 
precedent and the meaning of free and fair 
elections.

Bain also suggested, with no legal basis, 
that Worrell was somehow derelict in chal-
lenging DeSantis’ suspension because she 
did not file an appeal in the state Senate, 
as the law allows. That ignored the fact 
that Worrell chose to challenge DeSantis 

through the courts instead, a path blocked 
by the state Supreme Court, which denied 
her appeal in a July order.

In his initial memo, Bain also further 
undermined Worrell’s mission by suggest-
ing that prosecutors, paralegals and other 
support staff look for work.

“I understand all of you have careers and 
families to attend to and I cannot expect 
you to remain here without clear answers 
if it is your desire to depart rather than go 
through a change in administration,” Bain 
wrote. “Since I cannot guarantee what will 
happen, I encourage you each to do what 
is best for yourself and your families at this 
point and will not think less of anyone who 
seeks employment elsewhere.”

All of this was predicated on the sugges-
tion that the governor can override the will 
of the voters before they’ve even spoken — 
a question that should have been cleared 
up months ago, when Worrell filed for 
re-election. Disrupting the orderly oper-
ation of a government office after losing 
an election is one of the oldest and dirtiest 
tricks in the book.

Enough already
The shenanigans in this race for lead 

prosecutor in the Ninth Judicial Circuit 
began well before Worrell was suspended, 
with DeSantis, then running for president, 
milking his decision for all of its political 
value.

Worrell’s suspension came after the 
governor suspended Hillsborough County 
State Attorney Andrew Warren on accu-

sations that were nearly as questionable as 
those cited against Worrell.

The Orlando Sentinel reviewed many 
of the cases DeSantis cited in suspending 
Worrell. In a sizable number of them, she 
did nothing wrong by anyone’s standards 
— the cases fell apart because of slipshod 
police work, or were decided before she 
ran the office.

Others can be attributed to her dedica-
tion to criminal justice reform that avoids 
pointlessly harsh sentences for nonvio-
lent crimes. It’s an approach voters obvi-
ously liked, since Worrell was the second 
consecutive reform-minded prosecutor to 
be elected in the Ninth Circuit.

We suspect that we haven’t heard the 
last in this cavalcade of dirty tricks and 
disrespect. Bain, and by likely exten-
sion DeSantis, has had 16 months to rifle 
through the files of the State Attorney’s 
Office, looking for anything that could be 
spun into smear material.

We were willing to give Bain the bene-
fit of the doubt, but his initial refusal to 
acknowledge her victory and to work on 
a transition plan simply raises too many 
questions.

So stop the shenanigans, let Worrell do 
the job she was elected to do, and respect 
the voters of Orange and Osceola counties.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

All judges should be fair, 
not just ‘tough’

Should judges be tough on defendants? 
Your letter writers say so.

But in our adversarial trial system, a 
judge is like a football referee. A prosecu-
tor presents evidence to prove a defen-
dant’s guilt. The defense attorney seeks to 
exclude evidence neither legally obtained 
nor relevant and argues to the jury that 
the state did not prove its case beyond a 
reasonable doubt.

It’s a competitive exercise. The judge 
sits above it all, monitoring the lawyers 
and making sure everyone plays by the 
rules. The judge remains neutral and 
unbiased.

Overt bias for the prosecution will cause 
a mistrial or reversal on appeal. If a jury 
returns a guilty verdict, sentencing follows 
and different rules then apply. The judge 
can consider the defendant’s past crimi-
nal history, statements by the victim and 
family, how the crime affected their lives, 
their recommendations on the sentence 
and other material inadmissible during 
the guilt phase of the trial. The judge can 
impose any sentence allowed by Florida’s 
sentencing guidelines.

Gerard S. (Jerry) Williams, P.A., Fort 
Lauderdale

A ‘resounding’ victory
Hasn’t the Sun Sentinel realized that 

the election is over and that Donald 
Trump won?

Trump won 2,552 U.S. counties while 
Kamala Harris won 382 (in unofficial 
returns through Nov. 7). If that isn’t a 
resounding victory, then Aaron Judge is 
not the legitimate MVP of baseball.

Two venomous letters to the editor 
in your Dec. 9 edition seem to return 
to the rhetoric of the losing Harris-
Walz campaign, by using terms such as 
convicted felon and insecure narcissist. 
Most voters discounted that and they gave 
Trump a resounding victory.

TDS (Trump Derangement Syndrome) is 
still alive and well, but it should be relegated 
to the scrap heap of history. The Sun Senti-
nel should be glad that we the voters got 

rid of the worst administration in modern 
history, the Biden-Harris administration, 
and that mature, knowledgeable, non-DEI 
people will take over on Jan. 20, 2025.

Chuck Lehmann, Delray Beach

Belittling won’t work
The pro-Democrat mantra that people 

who voted for Trump must be racist, 
misogynistic and/or stupid is getting 
really old. It’s too lazy to be so dismissive 
of half of America.

At some point you have to see the weak-
ness of your own team. That Trump was 
so competitive demonstrates that a large 
chunk of ordinary Americans did not like 
what they heard and saw from Harris, and 
from Democrats in general, for the last 
few years. Belittling others may feel good, 
but it accomplishes little. That Harris 
could actually lose to Trump should cause 
some serious soul-searching for Demo-
crats. So steer a new course.

Tom Bolf, Plantation

A person’s past matters
Let me get this straight. According to 

a recent letter, all that would disqualify 
someone from being a candidate for a post 
in a Trump administration is if they killed 
someone (Harold Brown of Delray Beach, 
Dec. 11).

So it follows that if one is accused of 
sexual assault, alcohol abuse or having 
chauvinistic beliefs about women, that 
would not rate a passing concern. Or 
siding with a murderous dictator or 
parroting Russian propaganda, or dump-
ing a dead bear in Central Park. Not to 
mention that they are all woefully unqual-
ified to run the departments to which they 
have been nominated.

We should just overlook all of this? I 
don’t know about you, but I think some-
one’s past is vitally important to whether 
they should hold these positions.

Loyalty to one person does not qual-
ify you to run a major federal agency. Too 
many lives are effected by the leadership 
of these departments to allow unqualified, 
undeserving, ill-prepared people to be in 
charge of them.

Steven Hoover, Margate
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When the wind blows 
hard from the left, it 
carries a poison that’s 
ready to kill the body poli-
tic. When the storm arrive 
from the right, it ferries 
aloft a nearly divine righ-
teousness. Such is Donald 
Trump’s view of the coun-
try, and the world, where 
nothing — no policy, 
proposal or pronounce-

ment — is legitimate if it doesn’t originate 
with him.

The clarity of his vision of good versus 
evil gives it a strange appeal to some. 
When it comes to one of Trump’s obses-
sions — the Justice Department — his 
binary approach presents an ongoing 
threat to the nation’s well-being and 
safety.

Trump’s justice is founded on the hypo-
critical premise that all investigations of 
liberals, progressives and the establish-
ment are necessary, and all scrutiny of the 
populist right by Democrats is illegitimate. 
Of course, that immovable proposition 
cannot be grounded in anything other than 
a simplistic sales promotion. It is devoid of 
any sustaining principle.

President-elect Trump has repeatedly 
stated his opponents — some of whom 
were members of Congress serving on 
the January 6th Committee — should be 
jailed. He and his immediate cadre of advi-
sors also have targeted members of the 
media for special scrutiny and punishment 
as criminals. For what offense remains 
unclear.

Throughout the presidential campaign, 
Trump’s team accused Biden’s Justice 
Department, both career officials and 
others including Special Counsel Jack 
Smith and his team, of politicizing inves-
tigations and pursuing selective prosecu-
tions against him and his supporters. The 
Trump campaign’s attacks on law enforce-
ment were grounded in the unambiguous 
view that the weaponization of the federal 
criminal justice system was wrong and that 
politized policing was an important reason 
to support him, not Biden.

Once Trump became the president-elect, 
he — without any hint of self-awareness 
— declared that his Department of Justice 
will pursue investigations against his desig-
nated enemies, using the power of subpoe-
nas, indictments, and “jail time” to defeat 
them. He quickly announced then-Con-
gressman Matt Gaetz as his pick for attor-
ney general. Gaetz, a smug, self-declared 
warrior against the establishment, had 
never investigated, prosecuted or defended 
a single criminal case in a featherweight 
legal career. That Trump would publicly 
advance Gaetz as his choice for attor-
ney general is the clearest signal that he 
couldn’t care less about qualifications for 
the role of leading thousands of investi-
gators and trial lawyers. He is looking for 
clear signs of a willing vindictiveness that 
will leave a trail of destruction in the hall-
ways of the Justice Department.

After Gaetz withdrew, Trump named 
Pam Bondi, the former Florida attorney 

general, as his intended nominee. Bondi, 
while possessing the basic credentials 
for the position, is a self-labeled Trump 
lieutenant and represented Trump in one 
impeachment proceeding. Those who 
characterize her legal work as putting 
policy above partisan politics are willfully 
blind, ignoring her track record of just the 
opposite, including refusing to investigate 
Trump University for fraud (as New York 
did) even as she accepted Trump’s support 
and an illegal campaign contribution 
from his nonprofit, the Trump Founda-
tion. The cover story of her professional-
ism is especially dangerous, as the Justice 
Department will soon face mortal threats 
from within. Bondi likely won’t resist the 
mandate to pursue her boss’ opponents 
using the might and muscle of federal law 
enforcement.

Bondi could be aided and abetted by 
Kash Patel, a conspiracy theorist and 
Trump’s choice for director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Directors are 
appointed (Trump appointed the current 
director, Christopher Wray) for 10-year 
terms to insulate the role from partisan-
ship. Patel has stated he would remove the 
current FBI leadership (not a bastion of 
leftists) and then target Trump’s enemies 
through law enforcement action. He 
would serve as the head of an agency he 
despises.

That’s exactly the sin Trump and his 
flock have again and again accused the 
Biden administration of committing.

It’s now clear that evidence is irrele-
vant when the target is a Trump disciple; 
Trumpism provides the armor that essen-
tially protects one from accountability, 
because all enforcement efforts against 
Trump are crooked.

Ultimately, the realization by Trump 
supporters that their movement is not 
free from flaws, and from accountability 
for misconduct done under its banner, is 
the political and cultural challenge. They 
can start by recognizing the winds change 
direction in an instant, and one’s allies 
today can be viewed as the enemy tomor-
row.

Michael McAuliffe is a former federal 
prosecutor. He also served as the elected 
state attorney for Palm Beach County. 
Currently, he is a practicing lawyer, an 
adjunct professor at the College of William 
& Mary’s Law School and a senior lecturing 
fellow at Duke University’s School of Law. 
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State Attorney Andrew A. Bain told 
employees Monday he doesn’t think he can 
help his Democratic successor Monique 
Worrell’s transition team. RICARDO RAMIREZ 
BUXEDA AND RICH POPE/ORLANDO SENTINEL 
FILE

CORRECTION
An editorial in the Dec. 17 issue misstated the number of electors in the Electoral College. It is 538.

President-elect Donald Trump speaks during 
a news conference at Mar-a-Lago in Palm 
Beach on Monday. EVAN VUCCI/AP
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