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ANOTHER VIEWPOINT

William Barr:

The

imperial attorney general

William Barr, almost two years
into his second turn as the attorney
general of the United States, again
and again reveals his frightening
vision of his own imperial perch as
the nation’s top lawyer. Barr,in a
speech in September to a compli-
ant audience at Hillsdale College,

to silence opposition through force
and disregard the law when incon-
venient.

Of course, to be beholden to
the chief executive hasn’t satis-
fied Trump, who has an insatiable
appetite for blind allegiance. The
president has publicly chastised

disemboweled his own subordi- By Michael Barr over the department’s “failure”
nates’ professionalism. Barr appro- ~ McAuliffe to charge former President Barack

priated C.S. Lewis to label the Justice
Department’s line lawyers as “omnipotent
moral busybodies.” He went on to state

his approach to leading thousands of the
department’s lawyers: “Letting the most
junior members set the agenda mightbe a
good philosophy for a Montessori preschool,
but it’s no way to run a federal agency?”

Since that diatribe, Barr has continued
the assault on his own department’s ranks
straight through the election.

The Department of Justice has a general
who hates his soldiers, especially the ones
who dare follow the longstanding rules that
govern all federal prosecutors’ actions and
decisions. A comprehensive guide (once
called the US. Attorneys’ Manual and now
the Justice Manual) has specific provisions
that prohibit political considerations from
infecting the federal criminal investigative
and prosecutorial process. These rules are
not permissive; they are mandatory. The
rules don’t go away when a new attorney
general takes office. They are designed as an
example of self-restraint to the potentially
oppressive exercise of prosecutorial power.
Justice Department prosecutors are subject
to discipline including possible termination
if violations of the manual are flagrant or
repeated.

Barr’s goal is to marginalize the venera-
ble traditions of department and make them
quaint vestiges of a bygone era when prose-
cutors made — or at least were supposed to
make — decisions on facts and the applicable
law. Barr labels a “permanent bureaucracy”
the institutional knowledge amassed over
many decades. His own lawyers are a group
to be maneuvered around instead of relied
upon to pursue justice.

Barr, with abully’s demeanor and a pref-
erence to wield political hatchets under the
guise of executive power, casts his large,
protective shadow onto a president who
despises restraint and boundaries. They
are amatch made in the political chaos of
Trumpism. Barr has done us an unintended
favor — he has articulated in unequivocal
language his vision (and that of his boss) for
an omnipotent executive branch that can
and will do as it pleases. And it pleases them

Obama (yes, you read that correctly)
and others for allegedly spying on Trump’s
2016 campaign. Trump’s edict is completely
disconnected from the actual facts and the
applicable law. But he knows that Barr is his
man, so he keeps pushing.

This week, Barr — seemingly at Trump’s
insistence that his cabinet attack the vote
helost — issued a memorandum that prods
U.S. attorneys around the country to open
election fraud investigations. The memo is
confirmation that Barr moves to the political
puppeteer of Donald Trump and ignores
both long-standing Justice Department
policy regarding election-related cases and
his own public corruption prosecutors. The
lead DOJ attorney for election corruption
cases resigned in protest over Barr’s memo.

Allow me to return to the Justice Manual.
Section 9-27001 states, in relevant part:

“[Olur federal prosecutorial system...
must rely ultimately on the character, integ-
rity, sensitivity and competence of those
men and women who are selected to repre-
sent the public interest in the federal crimi-
nal justice process. It is with their help that
these principles have been prepared, and it is
with their efforts that the purposes of these
principles will be achieved.”

The passage doesn’t refer to the position
of the attorney general — it identifies the
public interest as the department’s soul and
the line lawyers as the body that it inhabits.

Barr is not the one impeding Trump’s
personal and vindictive version of prosecu-
torial power; it is the Justice Department’s
line lawyers who are willing to stand up as
the last, best defense for the rule of law. More
than ever, we need career DOJ lawyers to
remain ethically committed and engaged.
Time is on their side.

Michael McAuliffe is a former federal
prosecutor serving both as a trial attor-
ney at the Department of Justice and as
a supervisory assistant U.S. attorney in
the Southern District of Florida. He also
served as the elected state attorney for
Palm Beach County. His novel “No Truth
Left To Tell” was published in March
2020.
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Promoting Florida’s film industry is
a major part of economic recovery

Florida’s rich history in film traces
back to 1908 when Jacksonville
was nicknamed “The Winter Film
Capital of the World.” Jacksonville’s
Norman Studios is the only known
remaining silent film studio left
standing in the U.S. and was desig-
nated as a National Historic Land-
mark in 2016. The film industryis a
part of the fabric of Florida.

Inrecentyears though, Florida
has lost more than 70 major film and tele-
vision projects that would have spent more
than $1.3 billion in Florida, used 220,000
hotel room nights and provided 110,000
cast and crew jobs for Floridians. Florida
is the only state in the southeast without a
program to compete for film and television
projects, which puts us at a major competi-
tive disadvantage.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, our
economy has taken a significant hit. The film
and television industry can and should be a
major part of Florida’s economic recovery.
Continuing to diversify the state’s econ-
omy while supporting high-wage, high-
tech jobs is vital. When an average feature
film or television series films in alocation,
they spend $20 million in the local commu-
nity while hiring 1,500 Floridians. Given
the current challenges to our economy, one
single production can put $150,000 per day
directly in the pockets of citizens and small
businesses. This also generates significant
local and state tax revenues.

In addition to the direct jobs, the indus-
try supports indirect jobs and wages for
thousands of small businesses, including
caterers, dry cleaners, hotels, florists, hard-
ware and lumber suppliers, security guards
and off-duty law enforcement officers. The
industry has a wide reaching impact on Flor-
ida’s economy.

Georgia’s Republican Governor Brian
Kemp recently said his state expects to
host more than 75 major film and televi-
sion projects that will spend more than $2
billion over the next 18 months. Kemp hailed
the projects, saying they will “jump-start
the Georgia economy by creating jobs and
generating greatly needed investment and

Wise

BY CARRIER
SUBSCRIPTION 7. g3
RATEPERWEEK  ¢17.50%

HOME DELIVERY
WITH Sa@‘éun
$9.00%

Wed-Sun
$13.25*

Thur-Sun
$11.25%

Mon-Fri
$10.75*

UNLIMITED
DIGITAL ACCESS
RATES

By Stephen

*Plus applicable Florida Sales Tax

spending in communities across the
Peach State”

Similarly, North Carolina’s
Democratic Governor Roy Cooper
recently announced five new

N productions have been approved for
/) North Carolina Film and Entertain-
' ment Grants and started production
in October, stating “combined, these
productions are projected to gener-
ate a direct in-state spend of more
than $107 million.”

While other states are competing for
projects, I want that same impact from our
industry in Florida. Last legislative session,
state Sen. Joe Gruters and state Rep. James
Buchanan filed bills that would create
amodest but effective “targeted rebate
program” to entice film, television and digi-
tal media companies to bring projects, jobs
and money to Florida. The bills received
bipartisan support and had the backing
of the Florida Chamber of Commerce,
Florida TaxWatch and Associated Indus-
tries of Florida. The legislation was perfor-
mance-based and designed to produce an
excellent return on investment, ensuring the
state receives more than $1 of tax revenues
for every $1in rebates provided while creat-
ing more than $5 of spending in the state.

I encourage our newly elected Legislature
to recognize the value and potential of our
industry to quickly help aid in our economic
recovery.

There is more appetite for original
content in the marketplace than ever before,
which means there has never been more
money available to create new content.

We believe that content should be made in
Florida, creating jobs, pumping new money
from outside Florida into our economy and
enhancing tourism. The film and television
industry that has been helping Florida’s
economy for 112 years should be leveraged
to help our great state lead the national
€COoNnomic recovery.

Stephen Wise is an award-winning
screenwriter and filmmaker with Reality
Check Entertainment in Northwest
Florida.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Pour me a drink

Call me crazy, but we all know there are
droughts all over the world. And here in
water-blessed Florida, with the largest aqui-
fer in the world, we are sending millions of
gallons to the ocean daily down our canals
and another million or so into deep-well
injection sites.

‘We need a different plan. We are wast-
inga precious resource. This practice is not
sustainable.

How about pumping the canals and
trucking or shipping it to folks who need
it or even build another pipeline, only for
water? Maybe the oil companies would help.

‘We just had one of the worst flooding
events in our history, and there will be more.
We need to think way out of the box. The
water needs a place to go and lots of folks
wantit.

We could, and maybe should, purify it, but
we could let others do that too. We could fill
our own aquifer though if it was clean. This
would allow us to build some resiliency in
our water supply.

Something has to change. Throwing it
away every day is just not right.

Tiffany Grantham, Hollywood

Minutes from the last

pre-election meeting
of the radical left

I call to order this meeting of the radical
left. Our mission for the 2020 election is to
create chaos by fraudulent voting in order
to ensure that President Trump is defeated.
Butlet’s make sure Mitch McConnell, Lind-
sey Graham and others retain their Senate
seats and create a nearly impossible runoff
situation for our party in Georgia. Oh, and
let’slose some House seats as well so as not
to appear too obvious in our efforts to domi-
nate. Do T hear any hell yeahs?! Now, go out
and get ‘em!

Alex Jimenez, Winter Park
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We need a little less Trump,
a little more democracy
from our leaders

Ifind it humiliating that the top Repub-
lican officials in Florida, including Gov.
Desantis and senators Rubio and Scott, have
their wagons hitched so tight to Donald
Trump that they are willing to agree with
him that there has been huge fraud and
cheating in the elections in our country. Gov.
Desantis went so far as to suggest electors
should set aside the vote of the people and
give electoral votes to Donald Trump. I am
sure these are the kind of tactics found in the
first chapter of “How to end a democracy
and bring in a dictator”

Shame on all of you.

Carol Foster, Pompano Beach

He went to Jared?! Why?

‘We read the public relations-driven
article touting Jared Moskowitz for Pres-
ident-elect Biden’s FEMA office head
with incredible dismay. [“Florida’s Jared
Moskowitz a possibility for FEMA post?,”
Nov. 9] Really? Many suggest Florida’s
COVID numbers have been tamped down,
misreported and hidden. Florida’s governor
advocates a herd-immunity, head-in-the-
sand approach, unlike the science-based
responses by governors Pritzker in Illinois
and Cuomo in New York. That Florida
lacks a coordinated statewide mask require-
ment is a supreme joke. Locally, South
Floridians have been asked to navigate
through an ever-changing patchwork of
state, county and municipal emergency
orders that leave HOAs and condominium
associations abandoned and unsure of their
own responsibilities toward their resi-
dents. Sure, if you want to template Florida’s
mess across our great nation, let’s consider
promoting someone who stands as one of its
architects.

David Weiss, Plantation
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